Between my studio and my home, this odd settlement occured to

me one day when | was cycling through.

| found out that it was a student-campus comprising about 70
small baracks, emerging at the end of an uphill slope on the
closed motorway Oscarsrogatan, in Solna. The road was buiilt -
but never used for motortraffic because of environmental consid-
erations, is now used as a mobile home for students from all

over the world.

I've been walking around the aerea, fascinated by the bare and

otherwise feeling this little village inspire me to.

The idea to plant a sunflowerfield to cheer the place up and bring
a celebration to it, arose in me. | thought it would also be nice to
try to involve the inhabitants in the project. With that in mind |
wrote the following invitation and pasted it on their common
laundry-barack. Knocked on a few doors to distribut it personaly.
i had a few possitive responses and was | promised to take water

from the ones house.
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Hi students!
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Do you want to plant a small sunflower field with me next Wednesday

6/6-127

My name is Annelie Wallin, 1’'m an artist and I'm planning to grow a
sunflowerfield here at the end of your campus, towards the motorway,

during the summer.

It's an artproject and I'm going to document the process of the work
and the growth of the seeds with video and photography. In autumn the
piece is to be shown in an exhibition at Designens Hus on Telefonplan,

Stockholm.

| would be very happy if you would like to participate, help me dig some
holes or plant the seedboms. | would also be very greatful if | could get

some water from you!

If your are interested please send me an email on:

info@anneliewallin.se

or just show up the 6:th of june at 11 o'clock.

Check out my wehbsite to se other guerillaplantings | 've done:
http://www.anneliewallin.se/guerilla.html

| hope to see you next Wednesday!:)

Annelie Wallin

Planting a sunflowerfield in Huvudsta

Student-campus in HuvudstaToday, 6th of june, the Swedish Nationalday 2012, is the very day for planting a
sunflowerfield in Huvudsta student-campus in Solna. What can be better to do a day like this, than planting
sunflower seeds together with foreign students?!

A week ago i started to put up posters, knocking on doors, asking people if they wanted to join in the project.
| tried to knock on so many doors | could and | had a few enthusiastic responses, This morning | receved an
email from one person that wanted to participate in my project, that made me very happy!:)

But still, | was a little bit nervous and worried about the hole thing when | arrived at the studio to bring the
last things and meet my collegue Kristina. We took the car and bought a lot of planting soil and some sweets

to cheer us upl;)

Well, the first person showed up at 11 o'clock and we started to dig holes and soon the second person
showed up!;) We worked for a while and we were getting along very welll digging. Then there was three more
enthusiastic friends that came along and helped us out with the planting and the watering part!

We made 101 holes, the field is about ten meters on the longest side, whitch is the side to the road. The field
is formed as a triangle. The weather was absolutley perfect, not to warm, but still a nice sunshine now and

then!:)

Later at night when | got home, | wrote a letter to the landlord to ask about permission to take water from the

house and | got his blessing! Thank you!:)

By Annelie
2012/06/086

Posted on; Guerilla gardening, Huvudsta student-campus, planting, Sunflowerfield

Planting a sunflowerfield

Tagged as: New voluneer, planting, seedbombs

eady afte
could be seen in the planting field!

Dawn watered the plants yester-
day and when | got to the plot
today to trimm the grass, the first
sprouts could be seenl:)

First sprouts are already out!:)

One cup coffie in the sunset, plan-
ning next week watering schedule,
Next watering will be on Tuesday
evening, performed by Moyses.
My son Rasmus came by and took
the photo.

By Annelie

2012/06/09

Posted on; Guerilla gardening, Hu-
vugsta student-campus, Sunflow-

o "

Dawn took the pictures.

By Annelie

2012/06/10

Posted on; Dawn, Guerilla gar-
dening. Sunflowerfield

-

One week since we planted the
seedbombs and they have really
exploded! | had no idea that the
birdsfood - sunflower seeds- |
bought this winter was so fertile!!
I Had to thin out, cull very many
sprouts, just leaving two or three
shoots in each hole. Dawn helped
me with this task.

By Annelie

2012/06/13

Fosted on: Guerilla gardening,
Huvudsta student-campus, Sun-
flawerfigld

120614
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New volunteer register!:)
Today Mahtab from Iran, sent me
a mejl and told me that she also
wanted to help out watering the
plotl:) It's very good news, since
she planted almost all the seed-
bombs last wednesday!

By Annelie

2012/06/14

Posted on, Guerilla gardening,
Huvudsta sfudent-campis, Sun-
flowerfield

120615

| watered the sunflowers today
and | came across with a very
pleasant surprise. Most of them
have started growing and already
the first leaves were visible.

Comment:

Hi Moyses!

Thank you for wateringl:) Nice
pictures, Is'nt it amazing how fast
they grow?

'l come by tomorrow around 11,
with watertube. Annelie

By moysis

2012/06/15

Posted on; Look after. Moysis,
Watering

=

Hi Annelie,

There was plenty of rain today, so
no need for watering. Next water-
ing (my turn) due in 3/4 days,
which will be next Tues/Wed.

Cheers,
Dawn.

By Annelie

2012/06/16

Posted on; Dawn, Look after, Wa-
tering

15 o ' ey

it rains today, thats very good for
the plants!:)

| borrowed a car to buy a 50
meter long watertube on weels
and a grass-trimmer. Now it's
raining so we wont need to water
the plot for a couple of days, but
still | think it's good to have the
equipment ready when we need it,
cause we defenitly willl;)

| spoke to the landliord and got
permission to store the watertube
in the landryhouse. | also knocked
on Moyses door and he was kind
to keep the trimmer and the fuel
can in his house.

The sprouts looks fine and | had
to cull a few that was comming to
close to each other.

By Annelie

2012/06/16

Posted on; Guerilla gardening,
Sunflowerfield

Moyses, Dawn and | met and w
tested if the watertube would
reach the plants from Nlkos
house, it did and we had about
twenty meters left on the car-
riage!:)

After that i tried to start the new
trimmer, but | failed or if the ma-
chine did? 'l have to take it back
to the store and ask them for help
or a new onel:(

By Annelie

2012/07/19

Posted on; Dawn, Logk after, Wa-
tering

Culling and trimming

The rain has made our tillage
easy to look after! But now |
really want the sun to come
through the clouds of rain and
make the plants grow!

| still have to thin out sprouts in
the potholes, so there is only two
plants in each hole.

Finally, after a lot of job - | got
the trimmer workingl

By Annelie

2012/06/27

FPosted on; Look after, Sunflower-
field

Sunny Sunday!

Almost all plants have now reached 10

cm, exept the ones that grow at the edge
of the field. They are small and tiny, look-

ing like they re having a hard time, |
don't know why it's like this? | hope thet
the will cateh up...

| think that the sunflowers need more
space around them cause the grass
tends to expand and overwelm the
plants, so | started to make the plant-
holes bigger,

Moysis came by and we decided to
water the field on Tuesday 3/7 afternoon
around 17.

By Annefie

2012/07/01

Posted on; Look after, Sunflowerfield,
digging, tnimming grass.
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Tuesday 3/7.

Someocne has eaten the upper-
topp from three of my plantst:{
Moysis, Dawn and | discussed the
case and we persume thata
rabbit has been passing by the
plot and taken a bite! Hopefully
it’s just an accicent and won’t
happen again...

| replaced the eaten plants with
new from neigbours. Lucky | "ve
been growing two to three plants
in every hole until now. There are
a few tiny plants at the edges of
the field, wonder why?

We rolled out the watertube from
the cabin most far away from the
field and we still had some meters
left on the weell:) We were all
happy that Moysis had arranged
that we could take water from
there!

By Annelie

2012/07/03

FPosted on; Attack on plants, Gue-
rilta gardening. Look affer. Sun-
flowerfield
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Zenab came by and took care of
some plants that | was culling
awayl She have a little plantation
outside her cabin, were she grove
some flowers and nourish peoples
unwanted plants,
| also met Mahtab in the laundry-
room, she told me she was going
to stay here all summer and would
like to help me with the watering.
Mice!

The Landlord were around the
place. He was very busy and
turned down my invitation to look
at the plants with me. He asked if |
were going to support the plants
with sticks or something against
the wind? Obviously he has been
thinking about the practical side of
growing a sunflowerfield!;)

I'm more worried about rabbits, but
there were no attacks this morning.

| continued my investigation about
why the plants near the edge of
the field are so tiny. | found out
that the ground under the smallest
plants were mostly clay, hard and
wet, obviously not the best condi-
tion to make sunflowers prosper. |
started to replace the clayearth
with soil and the tinyest plants with
stronger ones.

By Annelje

2012/07/04

Posted on:Look after. Sunflewer-
field. Tag;Cull, digging, New
voluneer

120706
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Attack on plants aganin!:{

The rabbits have found the field
and they seems to like it, about
10 plants where chopped off past
night!:( Unfortunally they also
payed Zenab a visit and eate the
two sunflowers she took yester-
day and every other flower
blooming in her little flowerbox!:{
MNow | can’t hope that it was a
one time event, 1’1l have to start
protect the plants if | want to
have any left for the exhibition in

autumn...

Im off to Bauhouse and buy ma-
terial for fencing the plants, it's
awfully much job to do but | feel
that | have no choise if | want to
continue the project...

| had a tip to poure out "Blodm-
jol" (swedish) to keep the rabbits
away from the plants, | bought
two boxes and poured it out
around the field. Hopefully it will
keep the rabbits away!!

By Annelie

2012/07/06
FPosted on Attack on plants

120708
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Fencing the plants

| have been working the entire
weekend putting up fence around
the plants, It was really exhaust-
ing! Today Rasmus came by with
coffie and roll, sweet!:) He stayed
a while and helped me with a
few!:)

Well now the work is done, hope-
fully | can take off the fence again
when the plants has grown high
enough to not be sallad for rab-
bits!;)

By Annelie
Fosted on; Attack on piants,

very sunny and warm this week,
some raindrops mostly during the
night made the decision whether
to water the plants not so straight
forward. Finally, | decided to
water them on Friday evening.

By Moysis

120719
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Hi Annelie

The plot looks fine today, and |
took some photos that I've just
sent to your email adress (File
factory link), | took quite a few,
but it's good to have choice |
think!

‘Hi Dawn!

Thank you for looking after the
plot, good to hear that it looks
fine and thanks for the pictures!:)
1’1l put up a few on the blog, it
took so long time to download,.on
‘the countrysidel!:)

By Annelie

Posted on; Dawns pictures
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This little dargonfl

company today. | was just step-
ping out of the doorway equipted
with the grasstrimmer when It en-
tered my shoulder and attached
itself to my backpack.

First | thought | needed to wipe it
away, but luckely | realised that it
could sit there — if it would like it!
So | started walking and the little
fellow sat on my shoulder all the
way to the sunflowerfied and
during the next hours. At least 2
hours time | spent on trimming
the grass and looking after the
plants. But it wouldn't go back
home with me, it flew away before
| needed to put on my backpack
again! | wonder what it was going
on in it's little mind? Maybee it
was just taking a little nap?;)

The sunflowers are growing,
some are as hight as 50 em, | had
to loosen the fence around sev-
eral plants. But others are quite
small only 20-30 em...| tried to
make it more comportable for
them by prepare grass around
them, we’ll see if that helps.

| hope that the warmth that is
promised the next couple of days
will make them prosper!

Since the weather is so rainy and
cold the sunflowers might not
grow as high as | have hoped for,
there is also a risk that the seeds
are not for taller flowers!:(
Anyway |'m sure |'ll be able to
use the project in the exhibition
some way.

By Annelie
Posted on; Dragfonily, Trimming

120728

Hi Annelie,

| watered the plants tonight
(Saturday), and took some photos!
Cheers,

Dawn.

2012/07/30 10:25

Hi Dawn!

Thanks for the exiting pictures of
watering the plants by night!;)
1?1l update the blog right away!:)
Hope to see you soon!

Annelie

By Dawn
Posted on; Dawn pictures, Water-
ing

120803
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Rainy Friday!

One more day that there was plan
to water the sunflowers but nature
took nicely care of that. It has
been a rainy July and it seems
that this trend continues also in
August. Some of the sunflowers
have grown up really fast but a
few of them struggle to do so.

In the following pictures you can
see some of them and the whole
sunflower garden in total, It is
very interesting to observe that all
of them look towards the sun. |
have taken this picture on purpose
because it is amazing to see how
they realize the direction of the
sun and look towards to it.z

By Moysis
Fosted on, looking after. Watering

- This little fellow lived under a

‘cardboard box | used for some
weeks ago, It tried to crawl back
himm the shadow every time |
‘turned the box so the sun. All the
sunflowers have buds now and |
‘hope that the sun will keep on
shining!

On the way back home | met Arian

who lives there, nice fellow that
will join in the project!

By Annelie

\Posted on; New volonteer,

Today the sun has been shining
on the plants and they re growing,
some fast, some slow...various
gquality of the seeds | guess. Some
are very powerful and have now
grown over the fence.

Moysis brought some student from
the camp to look at the field, they
were enthusiastic about the art
project and |I'm sure some of them
will show ut at the harvesting-
party and the vernissage!l They
showed me a giant heenest on
one of the cabins, amazing stuc-
ture and color!:)

Zenab came by to say that she
couldn’t come to the bbg - but
she will try to come next time! She
also offered me one of the plants
she has got by her door, if | would
need to repalce one of mine! Very
sweetl:) I'll probably need it
soon, there is one plant that
doesn’t feel good.

Finally we became six persons
round the dinnertable. One could
say that we represented Island,
Tanzania, England/ Karabien,
Greece and Sweden. It was very
interesting to discuss varios of
things, like the swedes relation-
ship to alcohol and other cultural
differrences among us. They had
made quite a few interesing ober-
vations of swedes and drinking!;)
There was many laughs!!:)

By Annelie
2012/08/05
BBQ, Look after

SN B
Mondaymorning was sunny and
warm so | went to the field to
tiedy up among the planis! There
was quite a few intruders as you
can see from the pictures, | also
took the chance to give everyone
a huge draught of water!! Well,
looking back — that wasn’t
nessesery at all, considering the
last 48 hours of rain!

By Annelie
2012/08/08
Trimming, Watering

Datum: 2012/08/21 15:49
Subject: Ang: New addition for
Sunflower mailing list = Shlok

Hi Annelie,

How are things? It's heen raining
guite regularly and heavily, so |
haven't

watered the plot in a while.

My friend Shlok would like to be
on your Huvudsta Sunflower mail-
ing list.

Thanks,
Dawn.

Hi Dawn!
Well, I'm good but the weather

‘could be befter — the cold rain andl

‘wind is not the best growing
‘circumstances.. but neverthe less
'~ | measured the highest plant to

=120 cm today!:) It means that it

has been growing 10 cm since
last post, one week ago!:)

Do you think you can take some
pictures of the flowers? It would

Mcheer me up a lot!!

You always come up with some
beautiful views!:)

I'll add Shiok from inside!l

‘Annelie

1 Hi Annelie,

| wasn't aware of the efftects that
‘the cold rain and wind was having

‘on the

plants. There's quite a bit of
‘browning going on. That can’t be
‘due to lack of

‘watering as it's rained regularly

1in the last few weeks.

I like some of the pictures that
you've been putting up. especially

ithe

butterfly one. | took these about
‘an hour ago. Hope they help.
{Cheers,

Dawn,

By Annelie

2012/08/21
Dawn, Sunflowerfield
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Today | measured one plant till
103 cm! Great news, eaven
though it's worrying late on the
season!:(

I've been surfing around sunflow-
erblogs lately and most cultiva-
tors planted their seeds in april -
maj...we planted ours the 6/june
- 50 we are about 4-6 weeks
after the proffessionals.

Well | have not given up all hope
to see the feild blossom in late
september! If we are |lucky, there
is gone be a warm atumn with
plenty of warm sunny days. In
best case they have B more
weeks to grow. The exhibition will
open 27th october.

By Annelie

2012/08/15

Guerilla gardening. Look after,
Sunflowerfield, Bultterfly, measur-
ing plants

120824

this morning (friday) when | ar-
rived to the plot!:} I'm impressed
that they- despite of the cold,
rainy weather desided to bloom -
or is it because of it?

By Annelie

2012/08/24

Look affer

Tagged on. measuring plants,
Rainy days

120827

The tallest plant is now13% cm
and it's not biooming yet! But 14
of 101 plant are now blooming, |
hope that they will continuing
growing for one more month. | re-
alise that that is a very optimistic
point of view...

Yesterday two students from lran
came by and talked to me, | hope
to see them soon again.

By Annelie

2012/08/27

Lock after, Sunflowerfield

Tagged on: measurnng plants. new
follower, Rainy day

120802
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Now it's a week since | posted
last time, It seems like the
summer is over. Heavy rain and
ind is making my sunflowers
stop growing.
| started the work with taking
away the fence, | had almost
done half of the plol. It took
some time because | tied every
plant to a little support-stick,

because of the wind., Between

the heavy raincvlouds that
passed over us today there was
flashes of sunshine. Immedi-
ately bees and bumblehbees
where flying around, seeking for
some food, The tallest plant this
week has passed the record
with two centimeters, 140 em.
And it's still going to bioom,
nearly half of the plants are
going to bloom. Keep your fin-
gers crossed!

By Annelie
2072/09/02
Look after., Sunfiowerfield

= 7 = — SRR i

First thing this morning was a visit
to the sunflowerfield. The sun-
flowers were all turned towards
the morningsun, very beautiful,

Tallest flower have reached 150
cm and havn't bloom yet!:)

Most flowers are blooming, we are
waiting for the last twenty. It's
time to make up plans for the
vernissage.,

By Annelie

2012/09/05

Look after, Sunflowerfield; Meas-
uring plants, sunny day

120907

Welcome to vernissage!

Right now, the Sunflowerfield are
blooming despite of the hard
weather and wind!

| would like to welcome you to a
little vernissage on the field on
Sunday 16 september

at 13.00-15.00.

If the weather allow, we can sitt
down among the flowers and
enjoy their frendly presence,
please bring your own seat.
Very welcomel:)

Annelie

By Annelie
2012/08/07
Look after

5 flowers picked!:|

When | came to the plot this
morning | discover that five flow-
ers were picked from the field — a
very unpleasant surpricel:{ Lets
hope that this was a single case,
that will not be repeated.

After recovering from the chock, |
spent the merning taking away
fence from the plants and tie them
up to a supporting stick. It's quite
a ftiring work and | will continue
tomorrow morning, there are
about thirty left,

By Annelie
2012/05/09
Fosted on, Attack on plants

The tallest sunflower are now
166 cm!:)

And it’s now starting to bloom! |
[thir‘:k it will look great on the
'vernissage on sunday!:)

It was a lovely morning, the
busses were passing by fre-

‘quently, as you can see from the

pictures.

il posted a better map on the
where page.

By Annelie

2012/09/13

Look after, Sunffowerfield, meas-
urfng plants, Sunny day
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Vernissage on the sunflower-
fieldl

t was a lovely morning with sun-
shine and warmth in the air. | was
preparing some snacks for the
vernissage and by the time | was
going, the sky was cloudy and the
wind was increasing.( Fortunately
it didn’t scare people came to
visit the vernissage:)

Samething that did hazard the
vernissage was the fotballmatch
at Rasunda, the supporters dam-
agde a subway-carriage on Frid-
hemsplan and caused great delay,
one family had to wait for one
hour to get out of Stockholm!

All my co-growers where there
—exept one, and a some my other
friends that had been following
the project-blog closely.

We enjoyed the flowers friendly
presens by sitting among them
talking and laughing.

At last people had to go home
before the fothaligame was over
and we broke up around 16.30.
Karin and Asa helped me with the
documentation of the event and
they took many great photos as
you can see in the gallery.

By Annelie

2012/09/16

Posted on; Sunflowerfieid, Vernis-
sage

120923

One week after the vernissage
and five flowers are brutaly
broken from the stalksl:

The flowers can coop with the
harsh weather situation and con-
tinuing blomming after their indi-
vidual capacity but they are vul-
erable to people..,

I'm asking myself why people
must destroy the beauty?

By Annelie
2012/08/23
Attack on plants, Autumn
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Autumn in the sunflowerfield
Most flowers are now in different
stages of withering, they are
very beautiful and dramatic. But
there are one or two still want-
ing to bloom! Hope they will
make it till next weekend!

Next saturday, the 6/10 is the
end of sunflowerfield in the
open; it's time to harvest the
flowers and bring them to the
exhibitionspace — Design Hall -
at Telefonplan, Thew will be
hunged upside down to dry in in
the exhibition.

By Annelie
2012/09/29

Autumn, Look after, bumblebee,
plants, sunny day

121006

[ :i ‘ll':l
Adjourned harvesting!
|'ve changed my mind about
harvesting today and | will let
the flowers stand for as long as
possible. Since the weather
isn't that cold and there are still
one or two bud to burst as you
can see from the pictures, the
flowers get on guite well.

| think it would be nice if the
flowers are as fresh as possible
to the opening and then they
will dry during the exhibition.
The most optimal would be to
harvest the same week as the
vernissage. Lets keep our fin-
gers krossed for the weather to
be like today — sunny and mild.

By Annelie
2012/10/06
Autumn, Look after
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How to finalize the project?

A sunny day like this there was a
bee slowley crawling around on
one of the flowers, another has
procuced three more buds to gol
But most of the flowers are now
withering and 1'm now very tempt-
ed to let them stay over vinter so
the birds can feed from them. But
Then | won't have any in the exhi-
bition exept the video and photo —
documentation.

By Annelie
2012/10/13
Autumn, Look after

121018

Harvesting day
First | want to thank you all for
voting about harvesting or not!

But | didn’t follow your advise, |
harvested the flowers yesterday
and brought them to the exhibi-
tionspace for installing,

I"'m very pleased over the result
and | hope that you'll like it to.

By Annelie
2012/10/18
Awtumn, Harvesting




